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Tennessee News Release 

USDA ANNOUNCES CROP ACREAGES FOR 2013 

 
NASHVILLE, June 28, 2013 – Tennessee crop farmers this spring were greeted with cool wet weather that 
resulted in a delayed planting season with some fields having to be re-planted. Wheat and hay harvest were also 
delayed. Based on a recent survey conducted by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service Tennessee 
Field Office, soybean and wheat growers planted more acreage than was planted the previous year.  Cotton 
acreage fell nearly a third.  Tennessee’s crops are rated in mostly good condition, although behind the normal 
pace of development. Crop acreages and changes from last year are as follows:  Corn, 950,000 acres, down 9 
percent; Cotton, 260,000 acres, down 32 percent; Soybeans, 1.36 million acres, up 8 percent; Tobacco, 21,500 
acres, down 10 percent; Wheat, 560,000 acres up 33 percent; and Hay, 1.87 million acres, up 6 percent. 
 

DESPITE DROP, CORN ACREAGE STILL SECOND LARGEST IN 25 YEARS 
 
The State’s corn acreage is estimated at 950,000 acres, a decrease of 90,000 acres from last year’s plantings and 
down 2 percent from earlier intentions.  Growers expect to harvest 880,000 acres for grain, down 80,000 acres 
from a year earlier.  Corn planting was delayed by wet field conditions, with some fields needing to be re-
planted. Currently, the corn crop is in the silking stage and is rated in good-to-excellent condition. 
 

COTTON ACREAGE TAKES A PLUNGE IN 2013  
 

Cotton acreage for 2013 is estimated at 260,000 acres, down 20,000 acres from earlier intentions and 120,000 
less than last year. Planting started slightly later than normal due to wet conditions.  Planting wasn’t completed 
until the middle of June.  The cotton crop is in the squaring stage and developing at a pace about two weeks 
behind the five-year average. The acreage is rated in mostly good condition. 

 
SOYBEANS ACREAGE GROWS SIGNIFICANTLY 

 
Tennessee’s 2013 soybean acreage is estimated at 1.36 million acres, up 100,000 acres from 2012 and 
unchanged from earlier intentions.  Acreage for harvest is estimated at 1.33 million acres, up 100,000 acres 
from 2012.  A cool, wet spring delayed full-season bean planting and progress currently running about 10 days 
behind schedule. Soybeans are developing at a pace about 10 days behind schedule and are rated in mostly good 
condition.  
 

BURLEY TOBACCO ACREAGE DROPS; DARK FIRE-CURED ACREAGE RISES 
 
The State’s burley tobacco acreage is forecast to decrease by 3,000 acres from the previous year to 13,000.  
Total tobacco acreage, which includes burley, dark fire-cured and dark air-cured, is set to total of 21,500 acres, 
down 2,400 acres from a year earlier.  Dark tobacco acreage and changes from 2012 are as follows:  Dark Fire-
cured, 7,500 acres, up 9 percent; Dark Air-cured, 1,000 acres, unchanged from 2012.  Tobacco transplanting 
was slightly more than two-thirds complete by mid-June. The crop is rated in mostly good-to-excellent 
condition. 
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WHEAT ACREAGE INCREASES MARKEDLY 
 
The winter wheat planted area for the 2013 season is estimated at 560,000 acres, up 33 percent from 2012.  
Grain harvest is expected to reach 490,000 acres, an increase of 150,000 acres from 2012.  Tennessee’s wheat 
growers benefitted from excellent growing conditions throughout much of the season.  Virtually all of the state's 
wheat acreage had been seeded by mid-November. Above normal precipitation persisted across the state 
throughout spring. Disease, insect and weather damage were minimal. Harvest is underway but progress has 
been at its slowest rate in ten years.  
 

HAY ACREAGE EXPANDS FOR 2013 
 

Tennessee producers intend to harvest 1.87 million acres of hay in 2013, up 6 percent from a year earlier.  
Alfalfa acreage is estimated at 15,000 acres, unchanged from last year.  All other hay is estimated at 1.85 
million acres, up 100,000 acres from 2012.  Hay harvest has been behind schedule this year largely due to wet 
conditions. The first cutting of hay is nearly complete. Pastures and hay fields have benefitted from the 
combination of below average spring temperatures and above average rainfall.  
 

 

Planted and Harvested Acreage of Principal Crops:  Tennessee and U.S., 2012-2013 

1Estimate to be  released August 12, 2013. 2U.S. acreage includes American Pima cotton. 

Crop 

Planted Acres Harvested Acres 

2012 2013 2012 2013 2012/2013 

 1,000 Acres Percent 

TENNESSEE      

Corn 1,040 950 960 880 92 

Cotton 380 260 377 
1 

         -  

Soybeans 1,260 1,360 1,230 1,330 108 

Winter Wheat 420 560 340 490 144 

Hay, all - - 1,765 1,865 106 

   Alfalfa - - 15 15 100 

   All Other - - 1,750 1,850 106 

Tobacco, all - - 23.9 21.5 90 

   Dark fire-cured - - 6.9 7.5 109 

   Burley - - 16.0 13.0 81 

   Dark air-cured - - 1.0 1.0 100 

UNITED STATES      

Corn 97,155 97,379 87,375 89,135 102 

Cotton
2
 12,314 10,251 9,372 

1 
- 

Soybeans 77,198 77,728 76,104 76,918 101 

Winter Wheat 41,324 42,697 34,834 32,270 93 

Hay, all   56,260 56,617 101 

   Alfalfa   17,292 17,662 102 

   All Other   38,968 38,955 100 

Tobacco, all   336,245 349,850 104 

   Dark fire-cured   16,280 18,400 113 

   Burley   101,400 102,600 101 

   Dark air-cured   5,200 5,000 96 


